
 

 

 
 

Welcome to Freshman Honors English!  I am very excited to meet all of you and am looking forward to 

the 2014-2015! This summer you will be expected to read one book and complete the related assignments.  

 

SUMMER READING BOOK: 

The Good Earth by Pearl S. Buck 

 
(This book is available through the Solano County Library system and also on Amazon.com.)  

 

Assignment #1: As you read, complete a dialectical journal. See instructions inside this packet.  You 

must have 20-25 entries.  Your comments should include analysis, not summary.  This dialectical journal 

will assist you as you complete Assignment#2.  

 

Assignment #2: Essay. After reading The Good Earth write an essay on the following prompt: 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Your essay must conform to the following guidelines: 

 Essay should be 2-3 pages in length. 

 Quotes must be used to support your points. 

Essay must be written in proper MLA format. *All of your essays in high  

school English will need to be written in proper MLA format, we recommend that you   

familiarize yourself by checking out: owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/01/ 

 

Some basic MLA  

steps are:   

  

 

-Essays will be double-

 spaced. 

-Use Times New Roman 

-12 point font 

-Your essay needs a proper 

 heading and header. 

-All quotes need proper 

 citations. 

-A proper works cited page 

 must be included. 

A dynamic character changes significantly throughout the course of his or her story. Analyze 
the way the narrator changes as this book progresses. What was he like at the beginning of 
the novel? How is he different by the end? You will need a clearly defined thesis statement 
that directs the organization of your essay. You must also use quotations to support any 
assertions that you make.  
  



 

 

-No report covers or cover sheets needed. 

All assignments are due on the first day of school.  

Be prepared for class discussion of this book on the first day of school. 
 

If you have any questions, or need to reach the teachers, please e-mail Mr. San Juan at:  

time.johnson@hotmail.com.  These assignments can also be found on-line at 

http://tusd.schoolwires.net/domain/837 

 
Summer Essay Rubric 

 

_____ /10 pts – Proper MLA format with citations and Works Cited 

_____ /10 pts – Introduction has a clear thesis & introduces the prompt completely & accurately 

_____ /20 pts – Each body paragraph contains proper transitions, a topic sentence, & concluding statement 

_____ /10 pts – All quotations (concrete details) are properly introduced and prove what the writer intends 

 (supports topic sentence) 

_____ /5 pts – All body paragraphs are fully developed (commentary/explanation) 

_____ /5 pts – There is a clear & cohesive conclusion 

_____ /10 pts – The author uses an academic tone (adequate variety of sentence types, no personal pronouns or 

 contractions) 

_____ /10 pts – The author uses accurate English grammar and spelling 

_____ /20 pts – The essay is fully analyzed (analytical in nature, not just summary) 

How to Introduce a Quote 

 

Whenever you are asked to include textual evidence in a formal piece of writing, it is important to have a 

smooth transition between the commentary (analysis) and concrete details (quotes) you present.   

 

The following passage contains a quote that supports the writer’s point; however, this quote could be 

more effective if it was properly “introduced.” 

 

WRONG WAY:  In the novel Fahrenheit 451, Montag ponders the meaning of his life and work.  “I’ve 

tried to imagine just how it would feel.  I mean, to have firemen burn our houses and our books” (33).  He 

questions the nature of his job and the ethics of the destructive society that surrounds him. 

 

There are two ways to properly introduce a quote: 

1. Before presenting the quote, briefly explain its context. 

After the firemen burn the old woman and her house, Montag says to Beatty, “I’ve tried to 

imagine just how it would feel.  I mean to have firemen burn our houses and our books”(33).  He 

questions the nature of his job and the ethics of the destructive society that surrounds him. 

2. Before presenting the quote, briefly describe what it will show. 

He questions the nature of his job when he says, “I’ve tried to imagine just how it would feel.  I 

mean to have firemen burn our houses and our books” (33).  He not only shows compassion 



 

 

toward the old woman whose house was burned, but also contemplates a fundamental belief in his 

society. 

Don’t leave your quotes hanging alone! 

 

Dialectical Journal Handout 
 

Use the reverse side as a model. In the left column, copy a quotation that catches your attention.  (Include 

page numbers in quotations.)  In the right column, analyze, respond, and connect to the quotation.  Make 

sure your entries go beneath the surface.  Don’t just paraphrase the quote.  Explain why you think it’s 

significant. You will need 20-25 entries.  

 

Question Options for Dialectical Journal 

 

1. What does the quote mean or suggest to you? 

2. What do you think is important, to you personally and/or to the whole story? 

3. What confuses you about the quote?  Why is understanding this quote important to your response 

to the whole work?  What might you do to begin to clear up the confusion? 

4. How does the quote connect to other ideas in the story? 

5. How do you think the author feels about the ideas, events, or characters she or he is presenting? 

6. If the quote suggests a problem, what solution(s) might exist? 

7. What might have caused the problem? 

8. Do the characters remind you of anyone else, in fiction, history, or your own life? 

9. What might be revealed about the character(s) through this quote? 

10. What are the implications of this idea, in the story and/or beyond it? 

11. Is the idea suggested correct and reasonable?  Do you agree or disagree with it?  Why? 

12. How does this quote relate to other things you have read? 

13. How does this quote relate to your personal experiences? 

14. What works of art, music, dance, or film does it remind you of?  How?  How does making this 

connection help you get more out of the quotation? 

 
Sentence Starters for Dialectical Journals 

 

I wonder. . . 

I began to think of. . . 

I suppose that. . .  

I don’t see how. . . 

I like the idea. . . 

I noticed that. . . 

I was surprised that. . .  

I can’t really understand. . . 

I was reminded of. . . 

If I had been. . . 

I can’t believe. . . 

It bothers me when. . . 

Why did . .  

How did. . . 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Suggestions for Comments in Dialectical 

Journal 

 

Puzzling passages – ask questions 

Guess at motives 

Guess at themes 

Trace character changes 

Personal commentary experiences 

Reflect over ideas 

Explain 

Analyze 

Evaluate 

Plot Summary 

Discuss Conflict 

Predict Outcomes 



 

 

Compare/Contrast 

Comment on favorite/least favorite passages 

Select an important passage 

Argue 

Discuss character’s personality 

Personal feelings toward characters 

Characters’ values/philosophy 



 

 

Name: ______________________________________________   Date: ___________________ 

 

Title of story/novel: _____________________________________________________________ 

 

Dialectical Journal 

 

Passage from the story Page #’s Response to the passage 

   

   

   

   

   

   

 

 

 

 


